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( £raph form rrom which he read 
isdly Id a low tone. 

OT .Ventworth made no attempt to oon- 
. al the fact that he was listening. 
/“Yon see,” said the conductor, bantl¬ 
ing her the paper, “these Instructions 
are from police headquarters, so there 
la nothing for me to do tmt give yota 
into custody at New Haven." 

"Rubbish!” ejaculated Wentworth 
before the girl could speak, "if yon 
do any such fool thing aa that you’ll 
find yourself In about the worst, scrape 
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up to her to say whether she'll go back 
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t right” said Wentworth, tskmf 

{This 'iMobg lifgs * ta- 

for the conventional length of 
and the dusky official had re¬ 
el Wentworth looked at his 
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: ner, thfc conduct**' hloUet rihecbiinWl- 
ty compiled with his demand. 

“Just as I thought,” pursued kflks 
Blaln’s self constituted protector^-"* 
pure fake. Haven't even got her name 
right Spelled It with an T.’ ” 

"How should It be spelled?' asked 
the porter. 

“Why, with an *n.’ naturally," said 
Wentworth, with withering scorn. 

"Do you know this gentleman?’ ask¬ 
ed the conductor, turning to the girl. 
"I—that is”— she began helplessly. 
"Know me? Why, I’m one of ber 
best friends," Interposed Wentworth 
hastily, managing to give her elbow n 
surreptitious pressure. “I came on tills 
train purposely to look after her, al¬ 
though she didn’t know of my Inten¬ 
tion.’’ 

There was a moment's silence, during 
which the girl kept her face averted, 
the porter shuffled uneasily and Went¬ 
worth looked defiantly at the con¬ 
ductor who shrugged his shoulders. 

"Well," remarked that official at 
length, “I’m no lawyer or detective 
either, and I don’t know whether that 
wire’s straight or not, but I don’t like 
to make things unpleasant for a lady. 
I can’t lnf£rfere with the proper Au¬ 
thorities If they come on at New Ha¬ 
ven, but I don’t know as It’s my busi¬ 
ness to give ’em any help. Perhaps 
you can fix some plan between you.” 
And, motioning to the porter to pre¬ 
cede him. he passed on through the ear. 

Tbe girl turned quickly to Went¬ 
worth. ; 

••What did you mean,” she asked., “by 
talking about my testifying In a case? 
Who do you think 1 am?” 

“I don’t think anything about It,7 
said Wentworth. “I know you’re An¬ 
nette BUin, and you’re leaving New 
York so you won’t lie obliged to appear 
at the Brent trial.” And he glanced 
significantly at her luggage, on which 
the letters "A. B.” appeared conspic¬ 
uously in several places. 

“Oh, no, I’m not. I’m Antoinette 
Blair, and I never heard of the. Breql 
case. I’m slnjply running away from 
home to escape marrying a man I de¬ 
test, and my guardian has found it 
out and sent that horrid wire. They’ll 
keep me at New Haven until he gets 
there. I know they if 111.” 

Wentworth gave a low whistle. 

“How old are you?” he asked ab¬ 
ruptly. r 

“Nineteen.” 

Wentworth considered for a moment. 
“See here.” be said. “Will you trust 
yourself to me?" 

Miss Blair smiled a little tremulous¬ 
ly. 

“It seems about the only thing for 
me to do,” she said 
“Then listen. There’s a flag station 
this side of New Haven. I’ll fix tbe 
porter to stop thu train there, and 
we’ll slip off and take the next train 
back to some station where we can 
hire a trap to drive over and connect 
with the Central. I have an aunt ’liv¬ 
ing In Albany who’ll be delighted to 
keep you for a few days until you can i 
arrange your plans.” 

“How good you ere!” murmured the 
girl fervently. “How can I ever repay 
you?’ 

Wentworth flashed an ek>quent glance 
at her. whereat she blushed deeply and 
busied herself with her luggage. 

Tbe city editor of the Evening Star 
received two telegrams from Went¬ 
worth before he returned from his va¬ 
cation. 

The first was dated “Portchester” 
and read: 

No trace of woman on express. 

The second came from Albany a 
week later, and Collins groaned aa he 
read: 

Was married today In this city. Going 
Niagara. Back 84th. WENTWORTH. 

"Another good man spoiled," sighed 
Collins. 
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L’WTlve minutes to starting tl*ne,” he 
* Jtarenured. “and no sign of her yet, for 
IVblcb fact the lady haswny heartfelt 
Sratltude." 

nf"My. won't Collins be In the deuce 
<lif a funk, though! He seems to be un- 
■•ommonly keen over the affair. I'll see 
B-vhat be says again.” And, fumbling 
In his pocket, be produced a erimpled 
■Blip of paper. 

Smoothing It out. be read half audi- 
Ibly: “Look out for Annette Blaln on 
I Bostqn express. She has wind of the 
[ state's Intention to call her as a wlt- 
r ness In the Brent murder trial and Is 
going to cross the border. Is about 
twenty-two and slender, with brown 
hair and gray or blue eyes; timid man¬ 
ner; dresses well, but plainly. Get an 
Interview with hqr and find out all she 
kndw» about the case. Don’t let this 
slip. Should be a beat Other papers 
not on.’! 

"Nice thing to foist on a man Just 
starting on a vacation,* grumbled 
Wentworth. "Anyway I’ve been 
through ail the cars—they’re all Jam¬ 
med—and there’s no such person In 
sight That lets me out, sod— Jove!” 

The porter had come 'Dock, followed 
by a heavily veiled young woman In a 
long dark blue traveling eoat. As 6he 
sank wearily Into the seat opposite 
No. 13 a warning shriek came from 
the great engine, and the train puffed 
slowly out of the station. 

Wentworth eyed her furtively, while 
the porter punctiliously arranged her 
luggage In the rack. 

"My vlodm undoubtedly,” be solilo¬ 
quized. "Poor child! I wonder If she 
thinks that covering her face with a 
thick veil when tbe thermometer Is 
80 Is a good way to escape notice. 
How had I best open up the attack? 
Moral certaihty all’s very well, but I’m 
afraid iplne would become shaky If she 
should deny her identity. There’s 
something about the poise of her bead 
that Indicates she’d have the nerve to 
do It, too, and I’ve really nothin*, to 
go by. Confound that veil!” 

At this point a small leather hand 
bag obligingly slid off the newcomer’s 
lap, and Wentworth promptly present¬ 
ed It to her with his best bow. 

“Thank you,” she murmured politely, 
but In a tone that distinctly discourag¬ 
ed any attempt at conversation on his 
part. He felt instinctively that It 
would not be advisable even to make 
any suggestions concerning the win¬ 
dow or the chair. He resumed his seat 
and sulkily regarded the flying land¬ 
scape for several minutes. 

When.he turned again, his vis-a-vis 
had thrown back her veil. Aa he look¬ 
ed at her Wentworth found It difficult 
to suppress an exclamation of amaze¬ 
ment. She was so like and yet so un¬ 
like Collins’ terse description of the 
fugitive witness. Slender she certain¬ 
ly was; twenty-two she might be, al¬ 
though sixteen would seem nearer the 
truth, and her manner was undoubted¬ 
ly timid. But surely the phrase “brown 
hair” conveyed no adequate conception 
of those, rippling, gold flecked chestnut 
waves that swept away from her 
broad white brow and were gathered 
In a loose coll at the nape of her neck. 
Surely the man who had told Collins 
about her “gray or blue eyes” never 
had picked violets diamonded with the 
dew of an early May morning. Surely 
do one but a brute could endure the 
thought of the delicate pluk of those 
softly rounded cheeks deepening to 
scarlet and those exquisitely curved 
bps quivering under tbe pitiless fire of 
cross questioning from half a dozen 
lawyers regarding the hideous details 
•of the Brent murder case. 

Her testimony was not essential. The 
case of tbe state was sufficiently strong 
without It. Justice would lose noth¬ 
ing by her absence. Her flight was not 
only entirely honorable—It was a sa¬ 
cred duty she owed herself and her 
family. 

Fortunately she was safe enough 
now. Soon after passing the next sta 
tlon they would cross the line Into Con¬ 
necticut, and there would be no ques¬ 
tion of further pursuit If only i 
were a shade more approachable he 
was sure he could give her some valua¬ 
ble advice In the matter. 

At this point In hIs re flect ions the 
train came to s full atop.* "Why, we*re 
there already," he muttered, g lancin g 
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Evidently her fears were not alto¬ 
gether groundless. The two men went 
directly to her, and while tbe porter 
murmured consolingly, "Now. don't be 
afraid, miss; no one ain’t gwine to 
hurt you." the condnctor produced a 
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